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Claim Objections 

Claim 1 is objected to for improper grammatical material, line 4 states "an 
insulator block mounted on a upper surface..." , should be written as "an 
insulator block mounted on an upper surface..." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims (1-14) rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Grider (U.S. Patent 5,105,262). 

With respect to claim 1 , Grider teaches an electrical assembly comprising, 
a lower housing (figure 3, element 12), a circuit board mounted in the lower 
housing (figure 3, element 1 1), an insulator block mounted on an upper surface 
of the circuit board (figure 10, element 30), holding a plurality of conductive 
terminals (figure 10, element 25), so that the terminals have contact heads 
extending above a top surface of the insulator block and connector tails 
extending below a bottom surface of the insulator block and attached to the 
circuit board a face seal above the insulator block so that the contact heads of 
the terminals extend through the face seal (figure 10, element 31), an upper 
housing (figure 3, element 13) having an upstanding shroud (figure 3, element 
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26), and means to attach the upper housing so that the contact heads of the 
terminals are disposed within the shroud (figure 10) and the face seal is 
compressed between the top surface of the insulator block and a lower surface of 
the upper housing (figure 10, note element 31). 

With respect to claim 2 and in accordance with claim 1 , Grider teaches 
that the shroud has an outer periphery (figures 3 and 10, element 26) and the 
insulator block has an outer periphery that is smaller than the outer periphery of 
the shroud spaced inwardly (figure 10, elements 26 and 30). 

With respect to claim 3 and in accordance with claim 2, Grider teaches 
that the smaller outer periphery of the insulator block provides a space beneath 
the upper housing for attaching electrical and/or electronic components to the 
circuit board adjacent the insulator block (figure 10), note the space underneath 
the shroud. 

With respect to claim 4 and in accordance with claim 2, Grider teaches the 
smaller outer periphery of the insulation block is spaced inwardly of the outer 
periphery of the shroud (figure 10). 

With respect to claim 5 and in accordance with claim 3, Grider teaches the 
smaller outer periphery of the insulation block is space inwardly of the outer 
periphery of the shroud (figurelO). 

With respect to claim 6 and in accordance with claim 1 , Grider teaches 
that the means to attach the upper housing includes the upper housing being 
attached to the insulator block (figure 10). 
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With respect to claim 7 and in accordance to claim 1 , Grider teaches that 
the means to attach the upper housing includes the upper housing being 
attached to the lower housing (figure 6, element 51). 

With respect to claim 8, Grider teaches an electrical assembly 
comprising, a lower housing (figure 3, element 12), a circuit board mounted in the 
lower housing (figure 3, element 11), an insulator block mounted on an upper 
surface of the circuit board (figure 10, element 30), holding a plurality of 
conductive terminals so that the terminals have contact heads extending above a 
top surface of the insulator block and connector tails extending below a bottom 
surface of the insulator block and attached to the circuit board (figure 10, 
element 25), an upper housing (figure 3, element 13) having an upstanding 
shroud (figure 3, element 26), and means to attach the upper housing so that the 
contact heads of the terminals are disposed within the shroud (figure 10), and the 
shroud having an outer periphery and the insulator block having an outer 
periphery that is smaller than the outer periphery of the shroud (figure 10, 
elements 26 and 30). 

With respect to claim 9 and in accordance with claim 8, Grider teaches 
that the smaller outer periphery of the insulator block provides a space beneath 
the upper housing for attaching electrical and/or electronic components to the 
circuit board adjacent the insulator block (figure 10, note the space underneath 
the shroud). 
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With respect to claim 10 and in accordance with claim 8, Grider teaches 
the smaller outer periphery of the insulation block is space inwardly of the outer 
periphery of the shroud (figurelO). 

With respect to claim 1 1 and in accordance with claim 9, Grider teaches 
the smaller outer periphery of the insulation block is space inwardly of the outer 
periphery of the shroud (figurelO). 

With respect to claim 12 and in accordance with claim 8, Grider teaches 
that the means to attach the upper housing includes the upper housing being 
attached to the insulator block (figure 10). 

With respect to claim 13 and in accordance to claim 8, Grider teaches that 
the means to attach the upper housing includes the upper housing being 
attached to the lower housing (figure 6, element 51). 

With respect to claim 14, Grider teaches an electrical assembly 
comprising, a lower housing (figure 3, element 12), a circuit board mounted in the 
lower housing (figure 3, element 11), an insulator block mounted on an upper 
surface of the circuit board (figure 10, element 30), holding a plurality of 
conductive terminals so that the terminals have contact heads extending above a 
top surface of the insulator block and connector tails extending below a bottom 
surface of the insulator block and attached to the circuit board (figure 10, 
element 25), a face seal above the insulator block so that the contact heads of 
the terminals extend through the face seal (figure 10, element 31), an upper 
housing (figure 3, element 13) having an upstanding shroud (figure 3, element 
26), the upper housing being attached to the insulator block so that the contact 
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heads of the terminals are disposed within the shroud and the face seal is 
compressed between a top surface of the insulator block and a lower surface of 
the upper housing (figure 10), the upper housing being attached to the lower 
housing (figures 5 and 6), and the shroud having an outer periphery (figures 3 
and 10, element 26) and the insulator block having outer periphery that is smaller 
than the outer periphery of shroud (figure 10, element 26 and 30) 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Snider U.S. Patents 6606252 B1, 4174175, and Pub. No. 
US 2003/01 611 10 A1. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Ivan H. Carpio whose telephone number is 
571-272-8396. The examiner can normally be reached on M-R,6:00am - 
4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kammie Cuneo can be reached on 571-272-1957. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 



free). 
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